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ANNUAL REVIEW

WELCOME
Welcome to Newton Abbot College’s Annual
Review for the 2019/20 academic year.
As I approach the end of my sixth year
as Principal of Newton Abbot College,
I find myself looking back at a time
that has been like no other in the history of the College, our local community or the world as a whole.

been showcased in several performances during the first term, with
students benefiting from a dedicated
technical space that caters for their
needs.

is caused to students’ education with
tailored work and support on a daily
basis. Our student support team and
tutors have kept in regular contact
with the entire student cohort to
ensure that their mental health is
There is always a danger, as Principal, supported as much as their education;
The Autumn term started like every
in picking out highlights, even from
no small undertaking with a student
other in recent years; with the College the very first day of the academic year, body in excess of over 1,000 young
welcoming a capacity intake of Year 7 as you risk missing someone or some- people. Even when apart, we are
students, ready to start their second- thing out. The priceless moments of together, striving for excellence for all
ary educative experience with us.
pride that I felt through the first term and in everything and will continue
Their arrival ensured our celebration and a half of the year have been reto do so, whatever our new ‘normal’
of the highest number of students
markable; my staff and students never looks like.
ever on roll, and our newest students fail to absolutely blow me away with
soon settled in to their new rhythm of their talent, commitment and hard
I would like to take this opportunity
life at Newton Abbot College.
work. Whether it be Year 7 students
to thank you for considering Newton
heading off to their Okehampton
Abbot College on behalf of your son
Once again, the College achieved
Residential, Music Performances in
or daughter. I hope that you will get
strong results in both GCSE and A
the Daphne Collman Auditorium,
a real sense of who we are and what
Level examinations. As a Principal of Sporting achievements both team and we do in these pages and through any
a secondary education setting, there individual…our students and staff just safe and distanced visits we can arare few days in the academic year
seem to face every challenge head-on, range in the near future. All you have
that can top results day; seeing the
with determination and drive. In my to do is ‘Imagine what’s possible…’
myriad emotions of students who
view, I could not ask for more – what a
have worked so hard towards their
phenomenal place to come to work or
goals is such a privilege. Celebrating school every day!
success is, of course, what we want
to see for all students collecting their And then, towards the end of March,
grades; however, for the small minor- the world changed unrecognisably.
ity of students who did not receive
The College was closed to all but a
what they were hoping, the College
tiny number of students, home learnprides itself in its support, guidance
ing was the new way to engage with
and reassurance, ensuring that no one education and our corridors became
leaves without a solid and positive
devoid of the comforting buzz of stuplan that will help maximise their
dent life. Throughout this challenging
outcomes for the future.
time, there has been a real and true
The College continued to expand its
sense of tangible, albeit distanced,
provision with the official opening
community. Our students have shown
of the state-of-the-art Dance Studio
an array of innovative ways of bringand extra Mathematics teaching and ing learning to life in their own homes
learning space. The focus on the bet- and a resilience that is, and will never
terment of the Creative Arts facilities be, underestimated. Our teaching
has already translated onto the stage; staff have worked tirelessly to ensure
more complex and upscaled work has that the least amount of disruption

Paul Cornish
Principal

“It has been great fun over the last year. It was a big
change coming from primary school, but I quickly
settled in.
There are so many different clubs and activities you can
get involved in; my favourite has been the Key Stage 3
Band; there is a strong Performing Arts community here
who are all so welcoming. I have made lots of friends since
I have been here; both in my year and all the way up to
Sixth Form.”

Michael Chamberlain , Year 8

STUDENT VOICE
“My first year at Newton Abbot College has been really
exciting and full of new opportunities that I didn’t have
in primary school.
I have gained confidence by joining different clubs; vocal
group is my favourite. Newton Abbot College is a happy
place to learn and be a part of; I am always excited to
come here in the morning!”

Jessica Joint, Year 8

2019 AUTUMN TERM

OCTOBER

(SEP-DEC)

Year 7 students enjoy their
first College residential at
Okehampton

There has been a lot to celebrate in the College
community throughout the academic year.
Here are just a few highlights of our
achievements; for more stories of celebration,
please visit the news section on our website.

SEPTEMBER
College
welcomes
240 students into
Year 7

Student
achievement
was recognised
at the annual
Awards Evening
Strong results
celebrated at both
A Level and GCSE

Year 10, Chris
Ratcliffe,
awarded ‘Police
Cadet of the
Year’ for the
second
consecutive year

DECEMBER

The College completes
construction on its state-ofthe-art Dance Studio

NOVEMBER
Year 12, Charlie Ryder, raised £100 for
the College’s new charity, Jay’s AIM
following a 15,000 ft skydive

Year 7, Lily Perkins, won
the International Agatha
Christie Festival short story
competition

Students and staff
raise £300 for
‘Help for Heroes’ College Ski Team placed
by making and
in the top ten in the
selling poppies
country

The U14 Netball team were
crowned Devon Champions at
the National Schools Competition

Students from all
years performed a
range of Christmas
number one hits in
the widely
anticipated
concert, ‘A Night
Before Christmas’

Year 9 student, Beanie Reece,
finished in bronze medal position
at the British Women’s
Motocross Finals

Year 7, student, Lewis
Worthington, wins the
first ‘Friendship and
Kindness Award’ of the
year

The College launches its
first LGBTQ+ group, the
Gender and Sexual Alliance

College raises an
incredible £10,275.92 for
chosen charity for the
2018/19 academic year,
Julian House

2020 SPRING TERM
(JAN-MAR)

The Rotary Club of Newton
Abbot donated £150 to the
College’s new Eco Council

College
charity for 2019/20,
Jay’s AIM, installs a
life-saving defibrillator
outside the College for
use by the local
community

JANUARY

U14 Netball team
crowned 4th best
in the whole of the
South West region
History students were
visited by ‘The Barber
Surgeon’, who brought the
seventeenth century to life
in all its gory detail

Year 10 Performing
Arts students visited
Plymouth’s Theatre
Royal and its
dedicated rehearsal
space, TR2

MARCH

Existing Prefects begin assessing Year 10
applications for next year

A Level Photography and
Art Students travelled to
Rome

Over forty exhibitors took
part in the annual Careers
Fair

Prefects visit Old
Forde House to
mark
Commonwealth Year 7 students are
trained in CPR, by chosen
Day
charity, Jay’s AIM

Our Year 11 and 13 students marked
a very unusual last day at Newton
Abbot College

The College announces
its temporary closure,
due to coronavirus, and
donates a large
proportion of its science
goggles to key NHS
frontline workers

Onatti Productions Theatre
Company perfomed ‘Les Garcons’
to Year 8, 9 & 10 French students

Year 8, Jasmine Drew
was selected to take
part in a three-week
training camp in
Norway with English
Schools’ Ski
Association

FEBRUARY

Year 7 students take part in
the ‘Youth Speaks’
competition

‘Live Sessions’, an evening of
student music performance,
returns to the DCA to a
packed audience
The College’s English
Department dressed
as their favourite
literary characters and
devised a whole day
of lessons to hone
students’ creative
writing skills for
World Book Day

2020 SUMMER TERM
(APR-JUN)

Year 7 student, Nancie Drew,
wins a ‘Ways to Keep Happy in
Lockdown’ competition

Home Learning begins in
earnest, as students are
told to remain at home
during the global
COVID-19 pandemic

APRIL

Students continue to
send in high quality
pieces of work to their
teachers

JUNE

MAY

Students with key-worker
parents decorated the New
Hall to show appreciation for
the NHS

Year 9 Callum Robson, is
awarded a Level 3 Diploma in Baking and
Cake Decorating, with
100% achieved in his
exam

The second College-wide fundraising
effort is launched, with houses trying to
walk or cycle from Land’s End to John
O’Groats

The College raises an incredible
£1996.65 for chosen charity, Jay’s
AIM, doing the NAC 26.2 Marathon
Challenge

Year 13 student, Izzy Warren, releases
her first EP, ‘Synonyms for Change’

The hotly contested House
Championship continues, with
points being awarded to students
throughout lockdown for their
submitted work

Year 9, James Whitby,
shoots 260 hoops, raising
£26 for Jay’s AIM

College celebrates Pride
Month with continual
promotion of acceptance
and tolerance of all

More incredible home
learning is submitted,
including Ruby
Richardson’s mind map

Year 7, Fletcher, raised
£227 for Jay’s AIM
spending 26 hours without
technology

Year 9 musician, Rhiana Adams,
showcases her songwriting
talents in lockdown with the help
of her trusty ukulele

Year students take part
in a creative writing and
poetry competition,
tackling the ‘Black Lives
Matter’ movement
The College continues to recognise
individual achievement with the monthly
‘Student of the Month Award’

OFSTED

‘This school
makes sure its
pupils are well
behaved.’

Figures based on
responses up to
June 2020

Parent View
‘My child is
happy at this
school.’

91%

‘My child makes
good progress at
this school.’

91%

91%

‘My child is
taught well at
this school.’

‘Would you recommend
this school to another
parent?’

75%

93%

‘This school deals
effectively with
bullying.’

‘My child feels
safe at this
school.’

94%

91%

WHAT
OTHERS
SAY...
“Leaders, staff and
pupils work well
together, and this
provides for a
harmonious school,
where pupils are
thriving.”
Ofsted Report April 2019

“Just a big
thanks to
everyone
working at the
school, we
really
appreciate all
your hard work.
Enjoy half term.
Year 7 Parents

“I just wanted to email to say thank you for the work that is
put in behind the scenes developing the online learning
packages for the children and the effort put in & especially
with responses back from the Teachers. It has really helped our
son stay motivated & on track with wanting to provide a high
level of work. Changing from full classes in the school
setting to home working/teaching is a huge transition and I
just wanted to say thank you for ensuring our children still get
the beat deal available to them. Reflecting in such a
surreal period of time, we have been pleased with the choice
we made as parents for our so to attend Newton Abbot
College and although this isn’t how anybody would have expected his first year of Secondary school to go, we are
extremely happy with the support and experience he is
having.

“I just wanted to convey my
thanks to you and your
superb staff during this
difficult time. In particular the
lady who was
organising emergency places
for key worker children who
also answers the phone.
Finding our family in this odd
and frightening situation, I’ve
spoken to both of these staff
today for support and they
have been absolutely
amazing.”
Year 11 Parent

“Just a thank you
message to Mr Cornish
and all of the Newton
Abbot College staff - it
has been very
reassuring to receive
clear and informative
emails from the College
at this uncertain time.
Could particular thanks
and gratitude go to my
son’s tutors for their
encouragement and
support of him recently.
Year 8 Parent

“As well as improvements in the core subjects, pupils do
exceptionally well in the performing arts. Teachers are
highly skilled and build pupils’ knowledge practically as
well as boosting their confidence.”
Ofsted Report
April 2019
“I wanted to thank the school and the staff involved in organising
and running the Beauty and the Beast trip. My daughter had a truly
wonderful day! She was telling me all about the fantastic
production, about the meal and about making friends of people
she only vaguely new before. It was a fantastic experience for her,
something really positive at a time when she is struggling. Thank
you so much.”

Year 7 Parents

Year 7 Parent

“I wanted to pass on my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to every
single member of the team at Newton Abbot College . You go
above and beyond for the pupils every single day and I wanted to
tell you how special and amazing you all are. I feel beyond lucky
that my daughter attends your school and that she has the care
and support that you have provided (and continue to provide) both
since starting in September and through these difficult and
changing times. I also wanted to thank you for being at the
‘front-line’ of supporting during this time. It does not go unnoticed
the sacrifices that you are all making and I can’t thank you enough.
So please, just know, that you are really valued and that there are
people thinking of you who are truly grateful for all that you do.”

“My son and I came along to the open evening last night. I just wanted to
feed back to you how impressed we were with the school, students and
staff. We thoroughly enjoyed the presentation and were very impressed
with the Year 11s that gave us a guided tour. All the students were
helpful, polite, approachable and had a smile on their faces. The Year 7s
said how easy and fun the transition from primary into Year 7 was and
how much they enjoyed being at the school. We attended a Science
demonstration which was done very well and the teachers were brilliant
and seemed to enjoy their jobs. I was particularly pleased that you seem
to have an provision for children’s welfare which appeared to be focused
on mental health and a safe place where they can go to and talk to
someone and get support if they needed to. (this wasn’t something
available to students when i was at school but i think it would have been
invaluable). Thank you for an enjoyable evening and hopefully my son
Finaly will be joining you next year.

Year 7 Parent

Prospective Parents

“Teachers’ high
expectations ensure that
pupils engage well in their
learning. Pupils come to
school with the correct
equipment and attitudes,
so there is no learning
time lost.”
Ofsted Report April 2019

I just wanted to say thank
you for your recent emails
and updates which have
kept us informed during these incredibly testing, strange and worrying
times. I do believe it’s the
right thing to now close
the schools and you can be
assured that I, for one, will
ensure my son sets aside
appropriate study time to
keep up with any work set
for him and to self study at
home. You must all be totally
frazzled and I’m sure I’m not
the only parent who
appreciates all of your and
your fellow teachers and
staff efforts at this time.
Thanks to you all and I’d
like to wish everyone good
health during the coming
weeks/months.
See you at the next musical
event no doubt!
Year 12 Parent

FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS
What is your vision?
Excellence: for all and in
everything. Our mission is to
inspire, support and challenge
every individual to be better
than they ever dreamt they
could be.
Our aims are to increase
opportunities, maximise
outcomes and improve life
chances.

What are your
strengths?
Setting extremely high standards and expectations based on
traditional values; these are
balanced with a very caring and
supportive ethos.
Excellent results at GCSE for
several years in succession and
excellent achievement at post16 compared with national
averages.
Students behave very well, are
polite and courteous to each
other and to staff and are very
well supported in everything
they do. To see this in practice it
is best to undertake a day tour
when you can judge for yourself
rather than taking our word for
it.
Excellent staff with highlyqualified teachers who are fully
focused on enabling students to

Will I get a place?
No-one can make any
guarantees. In September 2018
we raised our capacity from 210
to 240 to cater for our increasing

popularity. For September 2019
we have been asked to increase
this further to 270 as the
number of applications
continues to rise. Our
popularity is such that there is
still a waiting list beyond the 270
allocated places.
All we can advise is that putting
us down as ‘First Choice’ would
certainly help!

What is the policy
on setting?
This varies between subjects.
Subject team leaders are the
experts and decide what works
best for their subject area. As
students move up through the
college, setting will be arranged
in such a way as to maximise
achievement for all students.

What are your class
sizes like?
Class sizes vary significantly
according to the nature of the
subject, but they compare favourably to other local schools.
In practical subjects (such as PE
and Technology) class sizes are
limited to around 20. Generally
speaking, lower ability sets are
somewhat smaller than higher
ability sets to allow
differentiation and further
support to take place.

What is expected of
your students?
We challenge and support
students so that they are enabled to achieve the very best
learning and progress that they

can. We expect them to take on
leadership roles both within
the College and within the
wider community. For these two
reasons, we have the strap line
“Imagine what’s possible…”.
We believe that it is very
important that students take
a pride in themselves, in their
learning and in their College.
That is why we expect our
students to wear the college
uniform so smartly and with
pride. We believe that students
who develop this pride will have
confidence in their ability to
succeed and their ability to
overcome any barriers which
they may face.

ogy, Mathematics and ICT have
been strong subjects for some
time. However, we know that
children have a wide range of
interests and strengths and we,
as a
comprehensive school, cater for
all abilities and preferences.
Whatever your child’s interests,
we will support and encourage
them to pursue them.

What do you do
about bullying?

We have a strong anti-bullying
culture and strong anti-bullying
procedures, with a team of students who lead our work in this
regard. As a result of this, what
Do you specialise in little bullying there was in the
past has further declined and
Technology,
when it does occur, students are
strongly encouraged to report it
Performing Arts,
immediately. We have a
specialist member of support
Sports or any
staff who is in charge of our
on anti-bullying, coordiother specfic area? work
nates our systems and is always
available to intervene and
No. We specialise in high quality support. Everything we do with
regard to bullying is based on
learning, tracking progress and
best practice internationally.
intervening to negate
We are incredibly proud to have
underachievement. We are
achieved national recognition
renowned for our excellent PE
for this work in 2016 when the
and Sport provision and, in the
past, we have achieved Artsmark ‘Diana Award’ selected us as one
of only three schools nationally
Gold for being a centre of
excellence for Art, Music, Drama (the only secondary school) to
be a showcase school.
and Dance – but we consider
these high standards the norm
What are exam
and not specialisms. For
instance, we also have
exceptionally high attainment in
results like?
both English and Maths. We give
students opportunities to be
Excellent and improving year
leaders and to become
on year. 2018 saw a 100% pass
better learners. It is true that the
rate at A Level with 89% A* - C.
College used to be, many years
This represents the best results
ago, designated as a Technology
in the college’s history. GCSE reCollege and that our Technol-

sults also equalled the best ever
results with 71% 5 A*-C including English and Maths. 76%
achieving A*-C in both English
and Maths.

What transport
provision is there?
If you live within the Newton
Abbot College catchment area
and are over three miles from
Newton Abbot College, please
apply for free transport from
Devon County Council. The
County Council will pay for the
majority of students to travel.
If they will not transport, then
please contact the College and
we will discuss options with you.

Contact Details
Newton Abbot College
Old Exeter Road
Newton Abbot
Devon
TQ12 2NF
01626 367335

ÞÞ www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Follow us on

