SIXTH FORM
PROSPECTUS

Imagine
what’s
possible...
Thank you for considering Newton Abbot College Sixth Form for your studies. Our
mission here at Newton Abbot College is to inspire, support and challenge every
individual to be better than they ever dreamt they could be.
Our Sixth Form continues to be the ‘Sixth Form of Choice’ for both Newton Abbot
College students and many others. There are approximately 200 students at Newton
Abbot College Sixth Form, which includes students from Torbay to Exeter who are joined
by international students; making for a thriving, exciting and dynamic environment.
These students come to us because we can offer a wide range of choice, a friendly
atmosphere, very high quality teaching and a sound preparation for higher education or
employment. We are proud to say that our Sixth Form offers an inclusive contemporary
curriculum with a wide range of courses: A levels; BTECs; Technical Qualifications at Level
1, 2 and 3.
Newton Abbot College Sixth Form has a distinctive atmosphere where students are
happy and relaxed. They enjoy their lessons and speak highly of the relationships they
have with teachers who they believe are extremely supportive. Small class sizes mean our
students feel that their teachers know them well and can meet their individual needs.
Dyrons House, our Sixth Form Centre, offers a large student common room with catering
facilities and access to ICT and Wi-Fi, it is also home to our Hair and Beauty salons.
Students have lessons across the College site giving them access to specialist high quality
resources; study centre, science laboratories, drama studio, art studio, music studio,
design areas, outstanding catering facilities and dining area. We also access excellent
sports facilities through Newton Abbot Leisure Centre which provides access to its
fitness suite, swimming pools and gymnasium. This is in addition to playing fields and all
weather facilities.
We believe that every individual will succeed when studying an appropriate course
supported by an experienced Tutor and rigorous monitoring system. We aim to offer a
high quality education to students at a crucial period in their lives. We have an excellent
examination record and a significant number of our students go on to take up places at
university, while others go directly into apprenticeships and employment.
We believe that our Sixth Form offers a wide range of opportunities, which broadens
horizons and challenges individuals to contribute to the College and wider community.

					Sam Grierson		
					Head of Sixth Form

100%

OUTSTANDING
REPUTATION AND
ACADEMIC SUCCESS

PASS
RATE

Newton Abbot College has an excellent
reputation regionally and nationally for:

•
•
•
•

Teaching Excellence
Academic Success
Outstanding Advice, Guidance and Care
Progression to University, Apprenticeships
or Employment
• Excellence for all and in everything

“Students in the sixth
form are achieving
significantly above
average in the majority
of their A-level subjects
because teaching is
good.”
Ofsted

55%
GRADES

A*- B or
Distinction*- Distinction

What is on offer?
Courses commencing September 2020
A Level and equivalent qualifications
Subjects

Subject Code

Applied Psychology (Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate)

603/3058/2

N/A

Applied Science (Pearson BTEC Level 3 Certificate)

YYR75

N/A

Biology

N/A

OCR H420

Business Studies

N/A

AQA 7132

Chemistry

N/A

OCR H432

Computer Science

N/A

OCR H446

Design & Technology (Food Science and Nutrition) Level 3

N/A

WJEC 4563QD

Design & Technology (Product Design)

N/A

AQA 7552

Drama & Theatre Studies

N/A

Edexcel 9DR0

Economics

N/A

EDUQAS 601/4103/7

English Language

N/A

AQA 7702

English Literature

N/A

AQA 7712

EPQ

N/A

AQA 7993

Fine Art

N/A

AQA 7202

French

N/A

AQA 7652

Geography

N/A

AQA 7037

Health and Social Care

OCR 5833

N/A

History

N/A

AQA 7042

Mathematics

N/A

Edexcel 9MA0

Media Studies

N/A

EDUQAS A680QS

Music - Performance (Pearson BTEC Level 3 Certificate)

Pearson BLMV5

N/A

Digital Music Production (Pearson BTEC Extended Certificate)

Pearson 603/1232/4

N/A

Performing Arts (Pearson BTEC Level 3 Certificate)

Pearson BKK5P

N/A

Philosophy & Ethics

N/A

OCR H573A

Photography

N/A

AQA 7206

Physics

N/A

Edexcel 9PH0

Politics

N/A

Pearson 9PLO

Psychology

N/A

AQA 7182

Sociology

N/A

AQA 7192

Spanish

N/A

AQA 7692

Sport (Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport)

Edexcel XKJ14

N/A

Please note: The availability of courses is subject to minimum student applications.

What is on offer?
Technical Qualification Courses
The following Technical Qualification courses are available to study either here at the College or at specialist facilities
elsewhere in Newton Abbot.

Technical Qualifications
Subjects

Qualification

Subject Code

Construction - Multi-Trade

Level 1 Diploma

Pearson DP1CON1DBR

Hair and Beauty Services

Level 2 Diploma

VTCT HB2ED1

Health & Social Care

Level 2 Diploma

OCR 5881

Public Services

Level 2 Diploma

Pearson 601/3260/7

Transport Maintenance - Light Vehicle

Level 1 Diploma

IMI DP1 NAC1FBL

How many subjects?
Newton Abbot College wants you to enrol on a course that you can cope with and which will allow
you to fulfil your potential. We therefore use the following guidelines to help you select your course.

A Levels and BTECs
Students choose three courses in Year 12 and continue them all in Year 13.

Technical Qualification Courses
Students choose one course which includes specialist training and a work placement. Should it be
required, students will receive tuition in English and Mathematics to secure GCSE qualifications.

Please note: This is a useful guide, however, you will have an opportunity to discuss with staff the
number of courses you study.

WHO CAN JOIN THE
SIXTH FORM?

Anyone is welcome to join Newton Abbot College Sixth Form,
either on our A Level or Technical Qualification courses, provided
entry criteria is met.

Student View
Maddy Simpson
“The teachers are amazing at Newton
Abbot College; they make learning fun and
engaging. It’s a great feeling, coming out of
a really positive lesson feeling like you have
definitely achieved something that will go on to
ultimately help your future.”

Whether you are joining us from Year 11 at Newton Abbot College or coming from another
school or European country, we want to ensure you get all the relevant advice you need. We
want to make sure the course you choose is right for you, takes you in the direction you want
to go and you are able to cope with its demands. We will help you with these decisions and
guide you through every step.

“Most students take A
Levels and make progress
that is significantly above
average”
Ofsted

ENTRY CRITERIA

ENTRY CRITERIA

To gain a place on Level 3 A level or Technical qualification pathways, applicants must
have at least 5 GCSE qualifications at Grade 4 or above; which must include English
and Mathematics. Extra course specific requirements can be found on the table below.

There are no minimum grades required for these programmes of study. As an inclusive
Sixth Form, we have courses to suit all applicants. Any applicant to our Sixth Form
without a grade 4 or above in English and/or Maths GCSE will have to resit these
subjects alongside their main course.

A Level & Level 3 Technical Pathways

Level 1 & 2 Technical Qualifications

Subjects

Course Entry Requirements

Applied Psychology (Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate)

Two GCSE Grade 4 or above in Science

Subjects

Course Entry Requirements

Applied Science (Pearson BTEC Lrvrl 3 Certificate)

Two GCSE Grade 4 or above in Science

Construction - Multi-Trade

Biology

Two GCSE Grade 5/6 or above in Science or Grade 6 in Biology GCSE

Enjoyment of practical trade skills, including plastering, plumbing,
carpentry and electrics

Business Studies

No additional requirements

Hair and Beauty Services

Passion for the industry

Chemistry

Two GCSE Grade 5/6 or above in Science or Grade 6 in Biology GCSE

Health & Social Care

Computer Science

Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics or Physics or Science equivalent

Interest in gaining further knowledge in health and social care
services

Design & Technology (Food Science and Nutrition) Level 3

Two GCSE Grade 4 or above in Science

Public Services

Design & Technology (Product Design)

Grade 4 in a Technical GCSE subject; high level grades in Art or
Mathematicss would be an advantage in studying this subject

Interest in local, national and global services – police, citizenship,
community issues, health and fitness. A minimum requirement of a
grade 3 in English language or literature.

Drama & Theatre Studies

Grade 4 or above in a GCSE performance related subject

Transport Maintenance - Light Vehicle

Enthusiasm to know more about the automotive industry

Economics

Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics and English

English Language

Grade 5 in GCSE English Language

English Literature

Grade 5 in GCSE English Literature

EPQ

No additional requirements

Fine Art

Grade 4 or above in an Art related subject

French

Grade 5 or above in French from the higher GCSE paper

Geography

Grade 5 or above in GCSE Geography

Health and Social Care

Two GCSE Grade 4 or above in Science or Grade 4 in Biology GCSE

History

Grade 5 or above in GCSE History

Mathematics

Grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics

Media Studies

No additional requirements

Music - Performance (Pearson BTEC Level 3 Certificate)

Grade 4 or above in a Music related GCSE subject.

Digital Music Production (Pearson BTEC Extended Certificate)

No additional requirements

Performing Arts (Pearson BTEC Level 3 Certificate)

Grade 4 or above in a performance related subject

Philosophy & Ethics

No additional requirements

Photography

No additional requirements

Physics

Two Science GCSEs at Grade 5 or 6 or Grade 6 in Physics GCSE

Politics

Grade 5 or above in GCSE English and Mathematics

Psychology

Two GCSE Grade 5 or above in Science; a Grade 5 or above in Biology, Grade
5 or above in either English Language, English Literature, Religious Studies or
History

Sociology

No additional requirements

Spanish

Grade 5 or above in GCSE Spanish. Students must have sat the higher paper
at GCSE.

Sport (Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport)

Grade 4 or above in PE or a Merit or above in BTEC Sport

Student View

“Leaders, staff and pupils
work well together, and this
provides for a harmonious
school, where pupils are
thriving.” Ofsted

Billy Green
“All of the subject teachers are really supportive
here. They are always ready to help with
anything you might need and they have a
genuine interest in your future and how they
can help you achieve your potential, whether
that is going on to university, apprenticeships or
employment. ”

ENRICHMENT
At Newton Abbot College, every Sixth
Form student enjoys enrichment
activities every Wednesday afternoon.
These include a whole range of
opportunities including performance,
sports, games, food technology,
hairdressing and much more.

A great college Sixth Form should provide students with numerous
opportunities to take part in activities beyond the classroom. These
activities are enjoyable, develop new skills and allow students to improve
their CV when applying for jobs or writing personal statements when
applying to university.

Student View
Sam Elphick
“There is a huge variety of subjects
for students to choose from for
their Sixth Form studies. It is a great
opportunity to try new avenues that
were not avaialble at GCSE. ”

LEADERSHIP AND
STUDENT COUNCIL
Students will have the opportunity to influence how
the Sixth Form operates by joining the
Student Leadership Team. Comprising multiple
bodies responsible for different areas of College Life
(e.g. social and events committees and arts and
culture), students will be given the power and
responsibility to shape the Sixth Form into something
of which they can be proud.

“The study programme for 16 to 19
year olds are effective. Students go on
work experience and placements that
prepare them for life beyond school.”
Ofsted

The Leadership Team offers students the
opportunity to have a real, meaningful and
powerful voice within the College community,
giving feedback and suggestions to the College
Leadership Team and becoming involved in key
strategic decisions. Members of the Leadership
Team will be responsible for chairing meetings,
leading on projects, reporting to other key
members of the College Leadership Team and
organising events to raise their profile
throughout the College Community.

“Study programmes provide effective and sensible options for students who
can take a combination of A Levels and Level 3 vocational diplomas. This wide
and varied offer supports students in a range of academic and practical career
paths. Subject specialists teach these courses and students move on
Ofsted 2014
successfully to apprenticeships, training, employment and universities ” Ofsted

SUPPORT IS ALWAYS
AVAILABLE
We have a dedicated Sixth Form team to support students
throughout their time with us.

Student View
Lewis Crocombe
“The transition period from Year 11 to Sixth
Form has been really smooth, thanks to the help
of staff who have gone out of their way to make
us feel welcome. Our tutors have helped us to
settle in to life in post-16 education and we are
already looking to the future and all the exciting
opportunities that await us.”

Students benefit from excellent advice, guidance and support; not only
from their Tutor, whom they see every day, but also from members of the
dedicated, specialist Sixth Form team. Additional one-to-one guidance and
support is also available. Newton Abbot College Sixth Form has a continuous
open door policy so that students can talk to a member of the Sixth Form
team at any time. Help is always available.

“Students are confident about the
examination criteria and expectations of
what to do to succeed in their end-of-course
assessments.” Ofsted

“Students’ work is good consistently and
much is of a very high standard. They use
sophisticated vocabulary and technical
language expertly when, for example,
analysing science fiction and its different codes
and conventions.” Ofsted

STUDENT FACILITIES
Sixth Form House has recently undergone major refurbishment,
providing students with a large Common Room area in which to
relax and work.
Other dedicated Sixth Form areas include the recently
completed Media Studies Room, with editing suiteready computers, green screen facilities, HD cameras
and sound recording equipment, and the College Café
(for the sole use of Sixth Form students and staff
members), serving hot and cold food and drinks from
8.00am.
Sixth Form students also make full use of the large
modern Study Centre which provides access to ICT
and is equipped with new multimedia resources
and a constantly growing book selection. Important
journals such as subject specific review magazines,
Design Magazine, The Stage and Sight and Sound are
also available.
However, the most important resource within the
Study Centre is the staff, who go out of their way to
support students with their work, including helping
students find sources and materials for their studies.
Other facilities available to Sixth Form students
include dedicated Hair and Beauty Salons, the Green
Tree Restaurant, Creative Arts Centre, Art studios and
IT suites.
In both the Common Room and the Study Centre
there is always a positive, welcoming atmosphere
where students can relax and carry out independent
studies.

Student View
Emily Carter
“There is a huge variety of extracurricular opportunities available to
students including the annual school
production, as well as weekly enrichment
sessions that help you learn vital life
skills like cooking that will help you in the
future.”

HOW TO ENROL
If you are currently a student at Newton Abbot College, you
will receive support from your Tutor, Student Support, Raising
Attainment Leader for KS4, Head of Sixth Form and Careers South
West to help you make important decisions about your Post-16
options.

THE POST-16
BURSARY
Students who are entering Post-16 education at Newton
Abbot College, or any institution, may be eligible for the
Post-16 Bursary which is funded by the Government. Its
purpose is to help those students who need support in
meeting the costs of Post-16 education.
To qualify for funding the following information
applies:
Category A – up to £1200* per year;
•
•

In Care;
Care leaver;

Category B – up to £400* per year
•
•

Travel / Transport;
If you are in receipt of Free School Meals;

Category C
•

One off payments to help with resources or
curriculum trips.

Any questions about the Bursary should be directed
to Sixth Form Reception.
You will also have the opportunity to meet with a senior member
of staff to help you consider your future options in relation to
your target GCSE grades. You may be helped to gain further
advice from the people best equipped to help you – for instance
with specific university advice or vocational options.
If you are joining Newton Abbot College Sixth Form from another
school, in the first instance please contact Jayne Cole, our Sixth
Form Administrator, on 01626 883 192 in order to be added to
our mailing list. Once you have completed an online application
form you will receive a guidance meeting with one of the Sixth
Form Team.
Application forms can be found via the College website:
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk

Sixth Form
Tours

Student View
Ella Trevenen
“Because Sixth Form class sizes are much smaller,
you have a much more personal experience as a
result. You feel as if you have individual attention
from all the teachers and can have more oneto-one time if needed. The teachers are all very
supportive and I feel as though I will have the
opportunity to achieve my full potential.”

Newton Abbot College
operates an
open door tour policy
and students are
encouraged to visit us
at any time.
Please call Reception on
01626 367 335
to arrange your visit.

*These figures
were correct
at time of going
to print.
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and equivalent qualifications

APPLIED
PSYCHOLOGY

(Pearson BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate)

APPLIED
SCIENCE

The requirements of the qualification will mean students
develop the transferable and higher order skills that are
highly regarded by both HE and employers. For example,
when studying the science investigative unit, learning
how to plan investigations, collect, analyse, and present
data and communicate results, thus supporting some of
the skills students need to progress into higher education,
employment, self-employment or training.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.

The qualification is intended to carry UCAS points and is
recognised by HE providers as contributing to meeting
admission requirements for many courses, if taken alongside
other qualifications as part of a two year programme of
learning, including but not exclusively, those that are science
related

WHAT WILL I DO?
You will learn about the core approaches to explaining
human behaviour (behaviourism, cognitive, biological and
social approaches). Psychological concepts will be applied to
explain:
Human aggression;
Consumer behaviour;
Gender.
You will learn about psychological theories and studies
related to lifestyle choices and unhealthy behaviours
including:
Stress;
Addiction.
You will learn about different approaches to psychopathology
and different ways of diagnosing and treating mental illness
and the role of professionals in supporting mental health. You
will apply your learning to:
Personality disorders;
Schizophrenia;
Phobias;
Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD);
Depression;
Addiction;
Eating disorders.
You will also learn about the importance of research in
psychology and about the research methods that are
used in psychology. You will plan and carry out your own
psychological investigation.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Health psychology, occupational psychology, clinical
psychology, educational psychology, sports psychology, law/
criminology, teaching, marketing, counselling/therapy, social
work, nursing, medicine, research.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Natasha Martin
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Pearson
Website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-nationals/applied-psychology.html#tabExtendedCertificate

BUSINESS
STUDIES

(Pearson BTEC Level 3 Certificate)

The Extended Certificate in Applied Psychology offers a
broad basis of study for the applied psychology sector. It is
designed to support progression to higher education when
taken as part of a programme of study that includes other
appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels. There are four units
of study across two years. Two of these units will be assessed
by external examination and two will be assessed internally
through written coursework.

SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Two Science GCSE qualifications at Grade 4 or above.

BIOLOGY

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students are most likely to succeed if they have:
Five GCSEs at good grades and/or;
BTEC qualification(s) at Level 2;
Achievement in English and mathematics through GCSE or
Functional Skills.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Two Science GCSEs at Grade 4 or above.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Year 1 – AS or equivalent:
Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Science;
Unit 2: Practical Procedures and Techniques.
Year 2 – A2 or equivalent:
Unit 3: Science Investigation Skills;
Optional (to be confirmed).
Coursework
One of the following optional units:Physiology of Human Body Systems;
Human Regulation and Reproduction;
Biological Molecules and Metabolic Pathways;
Genetics and Genetic Engineering;
Diseases and Infections;
Applications of Inorganic Chemistry;
Applications of Organic Chemistry;
Electrical Circuits and their Application;
Astronomy and Space Science.
The course is assessed through exams, written coursework
and practical investigations throughout the 2 years of study.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Engineering, Sport Psychology, Nursing; Sport and Exercise,
Geography, Environmental Sciences.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Sam Malone
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Pearson
Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
btec-nationals/applied-science-2016.html

Biology is a demanding A Level that involves the in-depth
study of a wide range of exciting topics including molecular
biology, immunology, physiology, biochemistry, ecosystems
and evolution. Teaching of practical skills is integrated with
the theoretical topics and assessment is through written
papers.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Two Science GCSEs at Grade 5 or 6 or Grade 6 in Biology
GCSE.
WHAT WILL I DO?
The course consists of six modules over the course of two
years:
Module 1: Development of practical skills in Biology;
Module 2: Foundations in Biology;
Module 3: Exchange and transport;
Module 4: Biodiversity, evolution and disease.
Module 5: Communication, homeostasis and energy;
Module 6: Genetics, evolution and ecosystems.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Biology is a great ALevel subject for people who want to
pursue further study at University for the careers requiring a
strong foundation in the Biological Sciences. Listed below are
a few relevant careers that would benefit from an A Level in
Biology:
University lecturer;
University professor;
Microbiologist;
Nature conservation officer;
Pharmacologist;
Research scientist (life sciences);
Research scientist (medical);
Secondary school teacher;
Soil scientist;
Geologist;
Veterinarian;
Pharmacist;
Health profession (e.g. doctor, dentist, 				
physiotherapist, nurse, optometrist, etc.)
		
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Andrew Glover and Sam Faro
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: OCR
Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-levelgce-biology-a-h020-h420-from-2015/

The AQA A Level Business course is a coherent, challenging
and modern specification that enables students to gain
a thorough grounding in what really matters in modern
business. The content includes key contemporary
developments such as digital technology, business ethics and
globalisation. Students will develop the knowledge and skills
needed to analyse data, think critically about issues and make
informed decisions – all skills that are needed for further
study and employment.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
No specific requirements.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Students on this course will study Business in a variety
of contexts (e.g. Large/small, UK focused/global, service/
manufacturing) and will consider:
The importance of the context of business in relation to
decision making;
The interrelated nature of business activities and how they
affect competitiveness;
The competitive environment and the markets in which
businesses operate;
The influences on functional decisions and plans including
ethical and environmental issues;
How technology is changing the way decisions are made and
how businesses operate and compete;
The impact on stakeholders of functional decisions and their
response to such decisions.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
A qualification in Business will benefit those who:
Wish to pursue higher courses of study in areas including
Accountancy, Human Resource Management, Sales and
Marketing, Operations Management;
Expect to take up careers where a Business Studies
background is relevant;
Wish to apply their entrepreneurial talents and set up and run
their own business enterprise.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Jon Leet
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/
as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132

CHEMISTRY

Chemistry is involved in every aspect of our lives - from
the making of new materials and understanding biological
systems to the food we eat and the medicines which keep us
healthy; from the quality of the water we drink to keeping
the air we breathe pure. The A Level Chemistry course
involves a balance of practical and theoretical work with an
investigative mathematical element. A good chemist will
be a great problem solver; someone who can apply their
knowledge and skills to new situations. These skills will be
transferable to whatever career you choose in the future.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4(equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Two Science GCSEs at Grade 5 / 6 or Grade 6 in Chemistry
GCSE.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Development of practical skills in Chemistry;
Foundations in Chemistry;
Periodic table and energy;
Core organic Chemistry;
Physical Chemistry and transition elements;
Organic chemistry and analysis.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Chemistry is a great choice for people who want a career in
health and clinical professions such as Medicine, Dentistry,
Veterinary Science, Radiology or Pharmacy. It is also essential
for Chemistry, Chemical Engineering Geology, Biochemistry
or Forensic Science careers.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Sam Malone
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: OCR
Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-levelgce-chemistry-a-h032-h432-from-2015/

COMPUTER
SCIENCE
Computer Science is distinct from ICT and is a much more
scientific and technical subject. Computer Science is about
designing new sets of instructions (algorithms) to solve new
problems. In general, it is suitable for students who have an
interest in programming and how computers work, or who
may be considering studying a related degree at university.
The course has an emphasis on computational thinking:
a kind of reasoning used by both humans and machines
and is an important life skill. The study of computation is
about what can be computed and how to then make this
computation possible. Computer Science involves questions
that have the potential to change how we view the world;
already we have artificial intelligence diagnosing patients
with IBMs Watson, as well as self-driving cars, we can only
guess what the future will bring.
You will gain skills in:
Abstract thinking, general problem-solving mathematical
reasoning, scientific based thinking and engineering based
thinking.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Students need to have achieved a Grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics and Physics (or Science equivalent). Please
note that previous study of Computer Science at GCSE is not
required.
WHAT WILL I DO?
This course is best suited to those who love logic problems
and working through complex algorithms. It is also the
ideal course for anyone wanting to work with Data sets.
Throughout the course, students will study the following:
Computer systems: The internal workings of the (CPU), data
exchange, software development, data types and legal and
ethical issues;
Algorithms and programming: Using computational thinking
to solve problems;
Programming project: Students will be expected to analyse
a problem. They will then design, develop, test, evaluate and
document a program.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
After studying A Level Computer Science, students may go
on to apprenticeships and study in a wide range of subjects
including Computer Science, Mathematics, Data Sciences,
Medicine, Law, Business, Psychology or Politics. This course
is ideal if you love programming and want to work in careers
including Computer Science, Software Engineering, Games
Development or Medical Science.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Lester Ellicott
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: OCR
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/
computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/

DESIGN &
TECHNOLOGY

(Food Science and Nutrition Level 3)
This qualification supports progression from Level 2
particularly GCSEs in Hospitality and Catering, Home
Economics: Food and Nutrition, Design and Technology:
Food Technology, Biology and Physical Education as well as
vocational qualifications such as the WJEC Level 1/2 Award
in Hospitality and Catering. Students will require a keen
interest in both the practical and the scientific aspects of
food. They will have a positive attitude to learning through
the completion of work, experimental exploration, skills
development and nutritional research.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Two GCSE Grade 4 or above in Science.
WHAT WILL I DO?
This course offers exciting and interesting experiences that
focus on applied learning, i.e. through the acquisition of
knowledge and understanding in purposeful contexts linked
to the food production industry.
Unit 1 will enable you to demonstrate an understanding of
the science of food safety, nutrition and nutritional needs
in a wide range of contexts, and through on–going practical
sessions, to gain practical skills to produce quality food items
to meet the needs of individuals.
Unit 2 allows you to develop your understanding of the
science of food safety and hygiene; essential knowledge for
anyone involved in food production in the home or wishing
to work in the food industry. Again, practical sessions will
support the gaining of theoretical knowledge and ensure
learning is a tactile experience.
Studying one of the two optional units allow the opportunity
to study subjects of particular interest or relevance to you,
building on previous learning and experiences.
As well as the practical aspects you will be expected to
complete high quality analytical work based on real life
scenarios. You will produce studies and reports, using the
knowledge you have gained from the practical, experimental
and theory sessions.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant
to many industries and job roles. Care providers and
nutritionists in hospitals use this knowledge, as do sports
coaches and fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants,
food manufacturers and government agencies also use this
understanding to develop menus, food products and policies
that support healthy eating initiatives. Many employment
opportunities within the field of food science and nutrition
are available to graduates.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Máire Kemp
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: WJEC
Website: http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/food-scienceand-nutrition/food-science-and-nutrition-level-3-from-2015.
html

DESIGN &
TECHNOLOGY
(Product Design)

Students will have a passion for problem solving, along with
a curiosity in how things work, how things could be improved
and a willingness to implement ideas until you discover the
right one.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 4 in a Technical subject; high level grades in Art or
Maths would be an advantage in studying this subject.
WHAT WILL I DO?
This course gives you the chance to get creative and
innovative as you develop your product design skills and learn
about the complex relationships between design, materials,
manufacturing and marketing.
Covering all aspects of the design process, this A level
explores new technologies. You will look at how the latest
innovations are being used to create the next generation of
products. Taught by specialist teachers, you will have access
to fully equipped workshops including CAD/CAM and design
facilities.
You will carry out mini projects and theory sessions,
alongside your major design project, producing a design
portfolio and a final product. End of year exams will assess
how well you understand the design process, relevant
materials, manufacturing technology, marketing and the
‘innovation challenge’ will assess your design and modelling
skills.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Product Design would suit students wanting to pursue
careers in areas such as Architecture, Advertising Design,
Automotive Design, Product Design, Engineering, ComputerAided Design, Furnishing Design, Design Technology,
Heritage/Restoration, Industrial Design, Interior Design and
Teaching.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Rachel Dempsey
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-andtechnology/as-and-a-level/design-and-technology-productdesign-7552

DRAMA AND
ECONOMICS
THEATRE STUDIES
Students will develop a variety of dramatic and theatrical
skills- including performing, directing and critical evaluation,
alongside an understanding and appreciation of drama and
theatre in a social, cultural and historical context.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 4 or above in a performance related subject.
WHAT WILL I DO?
The Drama & Theatre Studies course covers a variety of areas
including:
Exploration and Performance: This component requires
students to explore the interrelationship between
performance text and influential theatre practitioner(s).
Theatre Makers in Practice: This component focuses on the
work of theatre makers and the various theatrical choices
that are made by key members of the creative and production
team in order to communicate ideas to an audience.
Devising: Students will develop their creative and exploratory
skills to devise an original performance. The starting point
for this devising process will be a performance text and an
influential theatre practitioner;
Text in Performance: Students will develop and demonstrate
theatre-making skills, appropriate to their role as a performer
or designer. They will explore how they realise artistic
intentions in performance. They will perform a monologue
and a group piece;
Realising a Performance Text (written examination): Students
will practically explore ‘Equus’ by Shaffer and ‘Woyzeck’ by
Buchner considering how theatrical ideas might be realised
in performance and communicated to create impact on an
audience. They will need to consider how both performances,
directors and designers use theatrical conventions and
dramatic elements to realise ideas from the page to stage.
Students will see a variety of live performances and will have
to write a review as part of the written examination.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
A Level Drama and Theatre Studies is useful for students
considering higher education in any Arts or Humanities
subjects including English Language and Literature,
Journalism, Dance, Music, Art and Design and Media Studies.
Career opportunities for students who study A Level Drama
and Theatre Studies include Arts Theatre Administration,
Arts Journalism, Director, Actor, Designer, Playwright, Stage
Management, Theatre Management, Theatrical Agent,
Technician, Broadcasting, Media Presenting, Education,
Drama Therapy and Scriptwriting.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Sharon Godfrey
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Edexcel
Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html

The basic economic problem addresses how we can solve the
world’s desire for unlimited needs and wants with the scarce
resources available. The A Level Economics course explores
how governments, firms and individuals tackle this problem.
Economics will give students the analytical and evaluative
skills required to deal with a range of questions and issues
that affect the world today. The course specification will
prepare students who wish to progress to undergraduate
level study.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics and English. Previous study of
Economics or Business at GCSE is NOT required.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Students will be expected to understand microeconomic and
macroeconomic market models, using the models to explore
current economic behaviour and make casual connections.
Students will be required to develop a critical approach
to economic models and methods of enquiry, recognising
the limitations of economic models. Students will develop
analytical and quantitative skills in selecting, interpreting and
using appropriate data from a range of sources.
Issues that students will consider during this course will
include:
Why does the price of fuel fluctuate?
What might be the impact of Brexit?
What is austerity?
Why do some professional footballers receive such high
wages?
What is globalisation and why does it create such
controversy?
What is the best way of reducing global warming?
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Undergraduate Economics degrees are popular with a
wide range of recruiters, e.g. strategy and management
consultants and investment banks in general, as well as a
broad range of other commercial enterprises, public sector
and not-for-profit employers. The transferable skills you will
develop studying Economics such as analytical, quantitative
and modelling skills, are highly valued by employers.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Jon Leet
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: EDUQAS
Website: http://www.eduqas.co.uk

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
This course introduces you to the ever-changing faces of
English and exposes you to examples of historical, social and
cultural change. It provides you with practical guidelines for
identifying the ways in which writers and speakers adapt
language according to their purpose. It encourages you to
look at everyday examples of spoken and written English and
to “deconstruct” them – speech and writing are no longer
seen as polished end products, but as linguistic structures
that have been put together in a particular way to influence
us.
You will have opportunities to express your technical skills in
language analysis, as well as the opportunity to improve your
creative skills. As a practising linguist you will be able to draw
from your experiences of everyday life as well as broaden
your understanding of language by following contemporary
debates about the uses of language. English is the most
powerful language on Earth. Come along and find out why.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 5 or
above in English Language, Grade 4 or above in Mathematics
and Grade 4 (equivalent) in at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2
qualifications.
WHAT WILL I DO?
The first year is entirely exam based and focused on two
key aspects (Language and the individual; and Language
Varieties). However, these two units allow us to explore a
wide variety of approaches to the subject. We will approach
topics as diverse as mapping regional variation, exploring
representation in the social media and looking at the role of
gender in communication.
The second year is covered in three units (Language, the
individual and society; Language diversity and change;
and language in action) and allows us to expand on the
work of the first year. There is also the additional unit of
understanding childhood language acquisition. Possibly
most enticing though is the opportunity for A2 students
to complete an independent research project to explore
elements of their own choosing. This includes the chance to
complete an original writing component to really put these
ideas into practice.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
English Language A Level is a highly regarded subject by
universities and businesses alike. Its main strength lies in its
ability to improve a student’s communication skills, both
orally and written. It is a subject that empowers an individual
in such fields as Law, Media, Publishing, Journalism and
virtually all public sector employment.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Hannah Le Couilliard
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-alevel/english-language-7701-7702

ENGLISH
LITERATURE
A Level English Literature builds on the skills, knowledge
and understanding established at GCSE. It is a rigorous and
demanding course which develops your analytical technique.
To be successful at English Literature you have to enjoy
reading both widely and independently. The course explores
reading processes in an interesting and enriching way. We
offer English Literature Specification A (AQA) which is a linear
course with three units.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 5 or
above in an English Literature GCSE, Grade 4 or above in
Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in at least 3 other
GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Three texts are studied for Unit 1, including pre-1900 prose or
poetry and one Shakespeare play. Candidates will be required
to consider the presentation of love through the ages.
Unit 2 relates to modern times and looks at literature from
1945 to the present day. Students study three texts: one
prose, one poetry and one drama, of which one must be
written post-2000.
Unit 3 is a non-exam assessment that is a comparative
critical study of two texts, at least one of which must have
been written pre-1900. Students will complete one extended
essay of 2500 words. This unit lays emphasis on independent
reading, as students can select some of their own texts for
study.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
English Literature A Level is a highly regarded subject
by universities and businesses alike. It is a subject that
empowers an individual in such fields as Law, Media,
Publishing, Journalism, Teaching, Advertising and Public
Relations, as well as virtually all public sector positions.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Hannah Le Couilliard
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-alevel/english-literature-a-7711-7712

EPQ

(AQA Level 3)

The popular Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) allows
students to extend their abilities beyond the A Level syllabus
and prepare for university or their future career. It is worth
half an A Level (70 UCAS points) so can be used to earn extra
UCAS points.
It is a standalone qualification designed to extend and
develop students’ skills in independent research and project
management.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
No specific requirements.
WHAT WILL I DO?
The EPQ requires students to carry out research on a topic
that they have chosen and is not covered by their other
qualifications. They then use this research to produce a
written report and, in the case of practical projects, an
artefact or a production.
A student can take inspiration from something studied in
class or something completely unrelated to their studies.
The EPQ is overseen by a project supervisor, typically a
teacher who is not a specialist in the chosen area. The
supervisor guides their student through the process.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
30,000 students took the EPQ in 2014 across all subject
areas. The EPQ is the perfect way to encourage students
to extend and develop beyond the material being covered
in class and explore their passion for a topic. An increasing
number of universities are including the EPQ in their offers to
students.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Louise Rowe
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/aqacertificate/EPQ-7993

FINE ART

The Fine Art A Level course offers a wide range of artistic
experiences: drawing, acrylic painting, sculpture, printmaking,
photography, film, fine arts mixed media and life drawing.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 4 or above in an Art related subject.
WHAT WILL I DO?
During the first year students are required to produce a
portfolio containing a project and examples of fine art
work such as painting, drawing, mixed media, sculpture,
installation, printmaking, film and photography.
During the second year of study, students will be expected
to undertake a Personal Investigation Project based on an
idea, issue, concept or theme created into a practical project,
supported by a 1000-3000 word essay. The exam is a
practical project taken in the Summer Term.
In addition to College-based study, each year students visit
exhibitions locally, in London and participate in a four day
European Study trip.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Students wishing to pursue a career in the Art and Design
Industry usually undertake a Foundation Course, followed
by a Degree Course. A Foundation Course lasts for one year
and students can enrol in a college in the local area. During
Foundation Courses, students will learn many new art and
design skills and build up a portfolio of work that can be
taken along to desired Degree Course interviews. Students
apply for Degree Courses during Foundation Courses; there
are many different courses all over the country to choose
from. Studying AS or A2 Art can lead to a Foundation
Course in Art & Design and ultimately onto a range of
university degree courses and careers as Art Director, Fine
Artist – Painter; Sculptor; Printmaker, Community Artist,
Illustrator, Graphic Designer, Fashion Designer, Milliner,
Commercial Designer, Industrial Designer, Animator, Food
Photographer, Fashion Photographer, Forensic Photographer,
Art Teacher, Videographer, Cosmetic Designer, Stylist,
Interior Designer, Architect, Art Therapist, Web Designer,
Stage Designer, Gallery Assistant, Antique Restorer, Model
Maker, Silversmith, Medical Illustrator, Signmaker, Toymaker,
Wallpaper Designer and the list goes on.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Julia Payne
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/
as-and-a-level

FRENCH

A Level French helps students develop confident, effective
communication skills in French and a thorough understanding
of the culture of countries and communities where French
is spoken. It develops an interest in, and enthusiasm for,
language learning and encourages students to consider their
study of the language in a broader context.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 5 or above in GCSE French. Students must have sat the
higher paper at GCSE
WHAT WILL I DO?
The course covers a broad range of interesting topics, which
are relevant to the world that we live in and will require
you to think about topical issues on a more international
level. You will study technological and social change,
looking at diversity and the benefits that this brings to the
modern world. You will also have the opportunity to explore
highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including
francophone music and cinema, and learn about political
engagement and who wields political power in the Frenchspeaking world.
Throughout the course, you will develop new language and
grammar in the context of French-speaking countries and the
issues and influences which have shaped them. You will study
important Francophone cinema or literature and have the
opportunity to carry out independent research on an area of
Francophone culture that you are interested in.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Translating and Interpreting, the Diplomatic Services,
Business, Tourism, Teaching, Marketing, Journalism, Media,
Sport, Fashion, Engineering, Aid and Development work and
many more.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Hannah Brown
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-anda-level/

GEOGRAPHY

The Geography course will enable you to develop an
understanding of inter-relationships between people and
their environments; appreciate how places, environments
and issues change and how people respond to these changes;
develop research, investigative, ICT and presentation
skills whilst learning about a wide range of interlinked
contemporary global issues.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 in at least 3
other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Geography.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Our A level Geography course has issues-based approaches
and include exciting and engaging subject content about
contemporary geographical themes and issues. Four days of
fieldwork will be included across the two years.
The course will cover the following topics:
Water and carbon cycles;
Hot desert systems and landscapes;
Coastal systems and landscapes;
Glacial systems and landscapes;
Natural hazards;
Ecosystems under stress;
Global systems and global governance;
Changing places;
Contemporary urban environments;
Populations and the environment;
Resource security;
Fieldwork investigations.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
There are a wide variety of career options linked to
further education in Geography. These include Planning
and Environmental work, Conservation, Education,
Property Development, Hydrology and Coastal Protection
Management.
Geography is an up-to-date, dynamic and relevant course
which involves itself in global issues, current affairs and
environmental concerns.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Sam Groves
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board:AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/asand-a-level

HEALTH &
SOCIAL CARE

HISTORY

MATHEMATICS

MEDIA STUDIES

(Extended Certificate)
This qualification is the equivalent of an A level. This
course focuses on developing the skills, knowledge and
understanding that will allow students to progress onto
Higher Education on a health and social care-related
programme such as Health Studies, Social Care Services,
Nursing, Midwifery, Social Work, Teaching or Early Childhood
Studies.
Students will learn by applying their skills, knowledge and
understanding in tasks or activities that are relevant to what
happens in health, social care and childcare workplaces.
Students will also learn how to be proactive in promoting
healthy lifestyles and supporting individuals within the
sector. The course is a combination of coursework and
examinations. Further details are below.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Two GCSE Grade 4 or above in Science or Grade 4 in Biology
GCSE
WHAT WILL I DO?
The units you will study are:
Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care;
Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care;
Nutrition for Health;
Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care;
Building Positive Relationships in Health and Social Care;
Sexual Health, Reproduction and Early Development Stages.
Three units will be coursework based, representing 40% of
the total qualification.
Unit 1: Building Positive Relationships in Health and Social
Care;
Unit 10: Nutrition for Health;
Unit 13: Sexual Health, Reproduction and Early Development
Stages.
There are also three externally assessed units, which
represents approximately 60% of the total qualification.
Unit 2: Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social
Care;
Unit 3: Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care;
Unit 4: Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
The course would lend itself to careers in the following areas:
Primary or Secondary Education; Nursing – Adult, Children,
Disability or Mental Health; Midwifery; Occupational Health;
Sports Physiotherapy; Nutritionist; Health Promotion;
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Rebecca Gibbs
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: OCR
Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocationaleducation-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-health-andsocial-care-level-3-certificate-extended-certificatefoundation-diploma-diploma-05830-05833-2016-suite/

The History A Level course will enable you to learn about
the significance of events, individuals, issues and societies
in history. You will undertake a breadth study and a depth
study investigating two different historical eras. You will
learn about the theories of historians, the language they use
to discuss their ideas, and the methods they use to interpret
and analyse historical evidence. You will also develop skills
which enable you to construct effective and well supported
arguments.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 5 or above in GCSE History.
WHAT WILL I DO?
The A-Level History course consists of two exam units and
one coursework unit completed over two years of study.
Exam Unit One: 1D Stuart Britain and the Crisis of Monarchy,
1603–1702.
The course is taught in two sections over Year 12 and Year 13:
Part one: Absolutism challenged: Britain, 1603–1649.
Part two: Monarchy restored and restrained: Britain,
1649–1702.
Exam Unit Two: 2Q The American Dream: Reality and
Illusion, 1945–1980.
The course is taught in two sections over Year 12 and Year 13:
Part one: Prosperity, inequality and Superpower status,
1945–1963.
Part two: Challenges to the American Dream 1
Both units are assessed in exams at the end of Year 13.
Coursework Unit:The final area of study is the coursework
element which will be completed in Year 13. This will cover
a 100 year period and the focus will likely be an aspect of
either German or Russian History. Students carry out an
independent historical investigation and produce a piece of
work of 3000 words in length.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
An A Level in History can be used towards the entry
requirements of many degrees and is particularly useful for
those wishing to go on to study Law, Politics and Journalism.
History is also a useful area of study for many careers such as
Teaching, Public Services and museum/archaeological work.
The study of History specifically develops both analytical and
research skills as well as the ability to work independently.
Moreover, History deepens our understanding of human
behaviour and why the world is as it is today.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Kalie Dowling
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-alevel/history-7041-7042

A Level Mathematics is an interesting and challenging course
which extends the methods that you learned at GCSE and
includes optional applications of Mathematics including
Statistics, Mechanics and Decision Mathematics. It is a
versatile qualification that will give you a wide choice of
interesting and rewarding careers that are also well paid.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in English, a Grade 6 or above in Mathematics and Grade 4
(equivalent) in at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
However, students with the GCSE Grade 6 will find the
transition difficult and should expect a large workload. For
those who adapt to it, the course can be very rewarding.
Ideally you will also have studied additional maths or the
FSMQ at GCSE and really enjoy the subject. Finally, you will
also need a strong work ethic, the ability to communicate
clearly in writing and a lot of persistence.
WHAT WILL I DO?
A Level Mathematics will introduce you to some of the most
famous discoveries of all time. In Year 12 you will follow in
the footsteps of Isaac Newton and begin to understand and
apply the calculus. You will also meet and use logarithms,
first popularised by John Napier in 1614. Like Karl Gauss,
you will calculate the sum of an infinite sequence and begin
to see how Zeno’s paradox might be understood. Year 13
is equally fascinating; you will meet and use a wide variety
of exotic functions such as ln(x), sec(x) and arctan(x). You
will also learn how to prove the irrationality of √2 and solve
problems in two dimensions using vectors.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Having a Mathematics A Level identifies you as someone who
has been trained in logical thinking and analysis. This is an
advantage in most areas of life. While Mathematics graduates
often go into Engineering, Science, Computing or Finance,
Mathematics is also a desirable qualification for careers in the
Social Sciences such as Psychology or Sociology.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Tim Dando & Shevon Jackson
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Edexcel
Website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.
html#tab-1

The media play a central role in contemporary culture,
society and politics. They shape our perceptions of the world
through the representations, ideas and points of view they
offer.
The media have real relevance and importance in our lives
today, providing us with ways to communicate, with forms
of cultural expression and the ability to participate in key
aspects of society.
Newton Abbot College A Level Media Studies course offers
learners the opportunity to develop a thorough and in-depth
understanding of these key issues, using a comprehensive
theoretical framework and a variety of advanced theoretical
approaches and theories to support critical exploration and
reflection, analysis and debate.
The study of a wide range of rich and stimulating media
products is central to the course, including advertising,
magazines, newspapers, online media, music videos, games
and more. This study of a variety of texts offers opportunities
for detailed analysis of how the media communicate
meanings in a variety of forms. Learners will work from the
product outwards to debate key critical questions related to
the social, cultural, political and economic role of the media.
In addition to textual analysis, students are also required to
produce three pieces of coursework using up-to-date media
technology and skills.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
No specific requirements, however some understanding
of basic Adobe Photoshop or Adobe Premiere Pro is an
advantage but not essential.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Year 1
Core Theoretical Concepts;
Investigating the Media;
Media in the Global Age
Year 2
Creating a Cross-Media Production;
Investigating the Media;
Media in the Global Age
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Past Media Studies students have gone on to study Film,
Journalism and Drama. Career paths for Media Studies
includes; Marketing and Advertising, Editing, Scriptwriting,
Producing, Directing, Graphic Design, Journalism and Gaming.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Alice Manhire
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: EDUQAS
Website: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/mediastudies/as-a-level/

MUSIC - DIGITAL
MUSIC PERFORMANCE PRODUCTION
(Pearson BTEC National Extended
(Pearson BTEC Level 3 Certificate)

The Level 3 BTEC in Music allows students to become
occupationally ready to take up employment in the music
sector at the appropriate level. This can follow either directly
after achieving the qualification, or via the stepping stone
of Higher Education in university. By studying BTEC Music,
students develop knowledge, understanding and skills
required by the sector, including essential employability
skills, and apply them in real work contexts.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 4 (equivalent) or above in a Music related qualification.
The ability to play an instrument or sing to a high standard is
also essential.
WHAT WILL I DO?
During the course you will have plenty of opportunity to
perform and progress in music. You will learn the skills
needed in order to make the most of rehearsal time as well
as create, perform and rehearse in bands. You will become
a specialist on your chosen instrument or voice and gain an
understanding of the music industry.
You will learn how to target specific audiences and how to
put on a professional event.
You will also gain essential skills like communication, time
management, dedication, effective practice and independent
learning.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Any career in the music industry: Performer, Composer,
Arranger, Sound Engineer, Music Technology, Promoter,
Singer/Songwriter.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Rob Wilkinson
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Pearson
Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-nationals/music-2010.html

Certificate)
The music industry is a major Worldwide economy with new
opportunities emerging for employment in the fields of music
for media, gaming and sound design as well as traditional
sound engineering and composition pathways. This course
is perfect if you want to learn a wide range of digital music
production skills on computer based music software,
including mixing, remixing and recording music for film,
television and games
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
GCSE Music is NOT necessary but a keen interest in music
technology is desirable
WHAT WILL I DO?
This course is aimed equally at those with a strong desire to
pursue a career in the music production industry or music
performance.
Digital Music production is now something accessible to
everyone, but Music software such as Logic are very powerful
tools that are taking over from the traditional recording
studios that we all know.
The courses is also ideal for musicians who have a strong
desire to be able to self-record and produce their own songs
or composers wishing to write and record music for film,
television or games.
Students will complete a variety of both practical and written
assignment. There are no exams on this course.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Music Producer/ Technician/ Sound Engineer/ Self- producing
Musician/ DJ
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Christian Tebbutt
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Pearson
Website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-nationals/music-technology-2016.
html#tab-4

PERFORMING
ARTS

(Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended
Certificate)
The BTEC qualification in Performing Arts aims to provide a
broad educational base for further training, further education
and employment within the performing arts sector. The
qualification will develop students’ abilities through the
knowledge and skills gained in different parts of the course.
A Distinction* in BTEC Performing Arts carries the same
UCAS points as an A* A Level qualification.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 4 or above in a performance related subject.
WHAT WILL I DO?
You will explore a wide variety of performance styles and
genres, through written research and rehearsal.
You will develop your performing skills in all three disciplines
of Performing Arts by collaborating with a variety of people
in three performance tasks.
You will learn how to target specific audiences and how to
put on a professional event.
You will also gain essential skills like communication, time
management, dedication and independent learning.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Any career in any of the disciplines in Performing Arts:
Dancer, Actor, Director, Teacher, Designer, Playwright, Stage
Manager, Theatre Manager, Theatrical Agent, Technician,
Broadcaster, Media Presenter and Scriptwriter.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Rob Wilkinson & Sarah Wilkinson
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Pearson
Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-nationals/performing-arts-2010.html

PHILOSOPHY &
ETHICS
A Level Philosophy and Ethics gives students the exciting
opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of world
religions, and explore philosophy of religion, and religion and
ethics.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
No specific requirements.
WHAT WILL I DO?
This course gives the opportunity to study fascinating and
intriguing subject areas related to Philosophy and Ethics.
Philosophy covers the Ancient Greek influences of Plato
and Aristotle. Arguments for and against the existence of
God are investigated. This leads on to the nature of religious
experience and the problem of evil. Beliefs about the soul and
the possibility of life after death are explored.
In ethics, normative ethical theories are analysed and
applied to contemporary issues. Students will also study
developments in religious thought; beliefs, values and
practices related to Christianity.
In their second year, students will undertake further study
as follows: ideas about the nature of God, issues in religious
language, the conscience and free will and the influence on
ethical thought of developments in religious beliefs and the
philosophy of religion. Students will also explore significant
social and historical developments in religious thought and
analyse some key theories related to the links between
religion and society.
Lessons are in a tutorial style with much discussion, studentled learning and reflection on research. Lively debate is
expected.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
This course provides an excellent foundation for the
further study of Philosophy and Ethics, Law, Psychology,
Sociology, Anthropology and English, to name but a few.
Students acquire a great range of skills such as analysis
and interpretation, and the ability to produce extended
evaluative pieces of investigation. Student presentations are
a regular feature of lessons. The course is particularly useful
for employment in related areas such as Social Work/Public
Services, Teaching, Journalism and Law. Students have gone
on to study a wide range of courses at university.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Sue Shute
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: OCR
Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-levelgce-religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/

PHOTOGRAPHY PHYSICS

The Photography A Level course offers students the
opportunity to learn a range of skills and work with
both chemical and digital photography, exploring both
techniques at the start of the course. These skills will
include pinhole photography, darkroom techniques and the
use of Photoshop. Throughout the course we encourage
independent learning with guidance where necessary and
continued support throughout. Unit 2 is a practical exam
which is held at the end of the year.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
No specific requirements. Students do not need to have
studied Photography or Art at GCSE in order to take this
qualification. It is more important that you have a strong
interest in photography.
WHAT WILL I DO?
During the first year, students are required to produce a
portfolio containing a project and examples of photography
such as darkroom and digital techniques.
During the second year, students are required to produce
a Personal Investigation Project based on an idea, issue,
concept or theme created into a practical project, supported
by a 1000-3000 essay. This project can be produced using
any photographic techniques such as black and white
photography, digital photography, Photoshop and Premiere.
The exam project is a practical project taken in the Summer
term.
Each year we take students to exhibitions locally, in London
and on a four day European Study trip.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Students wishing to pursue a career in the Art and Design
Industry usually undertake a Foundation Course, followed
by a Degree Course. A Foundation Course lasts for one year
and students can enrol in a college in the local area. During
Foundation Courses, students will learn many new art and
design skills and build up a portfolio of work that can be
taken along to desired Degree Course interviews. Students
apply for Degree Courses during Foundation Courses; there
are many different courses all over the country to choose
from. Studying A Level Photography can lead to a Foundation
Course in Art & Design and ultimately onto a range of
university degree courses and careers in Film, Video and
Television, Animation, Illustration, Graphics, Fine Art and
Community Arts, Journalism, Journalist Photography, Fashion
Photography, Commercial and Corporate Photography,
Forensics Photography, Media and Communication, Film
Studies, Film Production for the Music Industry, Digital
Media, Games Design; the list goes on and on.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Julia Payne
Email: sixthform@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-alevel/art-and-design

Physicists choose to embark on the wonderful, enlightening
and at times quite frustrating journey of discovery about
all things. Through physics we learn to be comfortable with
confusion. Hard work with a correct mind set pave the way to
gaining understandings of the world that cannot be achieved
from any other field of study.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Two Science GCSEs at Grade 5 / 6 or Grade 6 in Biology
GCSE.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Over the course you will experience practical work,
theoretical discussions, IT simulations, problem solving
challenges as well as the usual exam technique and question
practice. There will be plenty of studying to do outside of the
classroom also. In fact, the best route to success is through
determination and passion for the subject that may have you
up late at night finding good YouTube videos or interesting
relevant articles and bringing these in to class for discussion.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Acoustics, Aeronautical Engineer, Agricultural Engineer, Air
Traffic Controller, Airline Pilot, Archaeologist, Architect,
Astronomer, Audio Engineer, Cartographer, Chartered
Surveyor, Civil Engineer, Climatologist, Clinical Scientist,
Computing, Doctor, Electrical Engineer, Environmental
Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Gas Engineer, Geologist,
Laboratory Technician, Marine Engineering, Mathematician,
Mechanical Engineer, Medical Physicist, Meteorologist,
Nuclear Scientist, Oceanographer, Patent Agent/Examiner,
Pharmacist, Radiation Protection, Radiographer, Scientific
Officer (Government), Space and Remote Sensing, Teacher,
Water Management.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Sam Malone
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Edexcel
Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/physics-2015.html#tab-0

POLITICS

Politics is a subject for those who wish to develop an
understanding of contemporary political structures and
issues in their historical context, both within the United
Kingdom (UK) and globally. This course will help you to
develop a critical awareness of the changing nature of politics
and the relationships between political ideas, institutions and
processes, alongside an understanding of the influences and
interests which have an impact on decisions in government
and politics. Politics A-level is ideal for those with an interest
in contemporary politics and is an exciting course that is
always relevant to understanding the workings of the modern
world.
This course is ideal if you have an enthusiasm for the way
in which our current political situation is developing and
are keen to fully engage with, or become involved in, the
processes of government. An ability to think critically and
analyze information in the context in which it was created
would be of benefit. Success on this course will require wider
reading and extended writing, as well as a willingness to
discuss differing ideas and interpretations as a group and
communicate arguments effectively.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 5 or above in GCSE English and Mathematics.
WHAT WILL I DO?
There are three elements to the course:
The UK Politics unit explores the nature of politics and
how people engage in the political process in the UK. You
will investigate in detail how people and politics interact
and explore the emergence and development of the UK’s
democratic system.
The second unit looks at the UK Government and Non-core
Political Ideas, such as feminism, anarchism and ecologism.
This topic also enables you to understand where, how and by
whom political decisions are made and provides you with a
base of comparison to other political systems.
The third element is Comparative Politics where you will
study either Government and Politics of the USA or Global
Politics.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Students can progress from this qualification to university
courses that relate directly to government and politics.
University courses that will benefit from the skills acquired
from this GCE, for example law, economics, philosophy.
Employment where analytical skills are essential, for example
management, finance, government, industry and business
environments.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Harriet Buchanan
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Pearson
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcela-levels/politics-2017.html

PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology is the fascinating scientific study of the mind,
brain and behaviour. Research in Psychology seeks to
understand and explain how we think, act and feel. It is about
what makes people unique and interesting and why they
behave as they do. Because human behaviour is complicated,
Psychology has used a number of different approaches to try
and explain behaviour. These include learning, cognitive and
biological approaches in A Level Year 1, with psychodynamic
and humanistic approaches added for the A Level Year
2. Knowledge of these approaches provides an essential
background to the explanations and theories you will be
studying throughout the course. During the course, you will
develop the ability to analyse and evaluate psychological
theories, concepts, studies and findings. This will involve what
we call methodological evaluation of studies to determine
whether the findings are valuable. It is therefore essential
that you are confident with science based subjects, as well as
English language to help you with extended pieces of writing.
As research methods are a large part of A Level Psychology,
you also need be competent in Mathematics.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Two GCSE Grade 5 or above in Science; a Grade 5 or above in
Biology, Grade 5 or above in either English Language, English
Literature, Religious Studies or History.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Course modules over the two years include:
Social influence;
Memory;
Attachment;
Approaches in Psychology;
Psychopathology;
Research methods;
Biopsychology;
Issues and debates in Psychology;
Schizophrenia;
Aggression;
Cognitive development.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Psychology teaches you invaluable skills which are
respected by both universities and employers. The skills
of communication, evaluation, research and data-analysis
developed during the A Level course are transferable to
a variety of degree courses at university; for example
Psychology, Criminology, Law, Forensic Science, Sociology,
Medicine and Anthropology. Psychology can also provide
a route into a wide range of professions, including Sports
Therapy, Teaching, Human Resources, Counselling, Health
related careers and Social Work.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Natasha Martin
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/asand-a-level/psychology-7181-7182

SOCIOLOGY

The course has a strong focus on contemporary UK society,
examining its place in a global context. You will learn a
number of skills including the use of evidence to support your
arguments, how to investigate facts and critical thinking. It is
relevant to the society you live in so you are bound to enjoy
learning about topics that are relevant to everyday life; plus it
opens the door to a fantastic range of interesting careers.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
No specific requirements.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Course modules over the two years include:
Education with Methods;
Families and households;
Crime and Deviance;
Global Development.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Sociology would be suitable for careers in Social Services,
Education, Criminal Justice, Welfare Services, Government,
Counselling, Charities and the Voluntary Sector.
Specific careers include Charity Fundraiser, Community
Development Worker, Counsellor, Lecturer, Housing Officer,
Teacher, Probation Officer, Social Researcher, Social Worker
and Welfare Rights Adviser.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Louise Rowe
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-anda-level/sociology-7191-7192

SPANISH

If you dream of speaking a foreign language confidently, and
perhaps even working abroad, studying Spanish will bring
this ambition within your grasp and it will equip you with a
variety of unique skills invaluable for your future. You will
become a more knowledgeable and informed person, with
debates and discussions in the classroom giving you a broad
perspective on a wide range of issues and topics. You will also
develop awareness and understanding of the contemporary
society, cultural background and heritage of countries where
Spanish is spoken.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Spanish. Students must have sat
the higher paper at GCSE.
WHAT WILL I DO?
The course covers a broad range of interesting topics which
are relevant to the world that we live in and will require you
to think about topical issues on a more international level.
For example, you will study technological and social change,
looking at diversity and the benefits it brings. Furthermore,
you will learn about highlights of Hispanic artistic culture,
including a focus on Spanish regional identity and the cultural
heritage of past civilisations. You will have the opportunity
to explore the influence of the past on present-day Spanishspeaking communities.
Throughout your studies, you will learn new language and
grammar in the context of Spanish-speaking countries and
the issues and influences which have shaped them. You
will also have the opportunity to study Spanish literature
or cinema. In Year 13, you will carry out more detailed
independent research in an area of Hispanic culture that you
find particularly interesting.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Translating and Interpreting, the Diplomatic Services,
Business, Tourism, Teaching, Marketing, Journalism, the
Media, Sport, Fashion, Engineering, Aid and Development
work and many more.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Hannah Brown
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: AQA
Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-anda-level

SPORT

(Pearson BTEC Level 3 National
Diploma in Sport)

This course is equivalent in size to two A Levels. It has been
designed as part of a two-year programme, normally in
conjunction with one or more qualifications at Level 3. This
qualification is aimed at learners looking to progress to
higher education in this sector.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have achieved a minimum of Grade 4 or above
in both English and Mathematics and Grade 4 (equivalent) in
at least 3 other GCSE/Level 2 qualifications.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Grade 4 or above in Physical Education at GCSE or a Merit or
above in BTEC Sport.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Students will study the following modules:
Anatomy and Physiology;
Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and
Well-being;
Investigating Business in the Sport and Active Leisure
Industry;
Skill Acquisition in Sport;
Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Sports Leadership
Application of Fitness Testing
Practical Sports Performance;
Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport.
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Learners who have completed this qualification in two years
may progress to further learning at Level 3 with additional
Level 3 qualifications.
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by
higher education providers. Learners can progress to higher
education on full degree single or combined courses, for
example:
BA (Hons) in Sports Development and Management;
BSc (Hons) in Sports Management;
BSc (Hons) Sports Business Management;
BSc (Hons) Sport and Leisure Management;
BSc (Hons) Sports Science (Outdoor Activities);
BSc (Hons) in Exercise, Health and Fitness;
BSc (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Psychology.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Jamie Salter
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Edexcel
Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html#tab-3

TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATION
COURSES

Construction
- Multi-trade

HAIR & Beauty SERVICES
(Level 2 Diploma)

(Level 1 Diploma)
If you’re interested in getting a building qualification, but
you’ve no previous qualifications to speak of, then a BTEC
National Certificate in Construction is the perfect place for
you to start.

The VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Hair and Beauty Services is a course that has been specifically designed to develop students’
practical skills in both the Hair and Beauty industries. Underpinning this qualification students will develop a sound
knowledge of health and safety practice in a salon environment. The purpose of this qualification is to develop students’ skills
to a high level of occupational ability to enable then to perform their own services and to assist others.

The course is very hands on and work-related in nature, which
makes these types of courses perfect for those that want to
gain qualifications in the world of construction. With BTEC
courses you’ll find that there is the perfect mix of project
based work and written theory. At this first stage you won’t
get bogged down with too much written work. Instead, you’ll
have plenty of time to get your hands dirty and gain a greater
understanding of basic construction skills and techniques,
which are essential for practical application in the working
world.

WHAT WILL I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL ON THIS COURSE?
There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification but a genuine enthusiasm and commitment in Beauty Therapy.
You must be prepared to work in a team and independently on all tasks and assignment set. You will be working with real
clients, therefore excellent attendance, punctuality and a commitment to the health and safety of others is essential. Ideally
students will have achieved a minimum Grade 4 or above in both English and Mathematics at GCSE. You may be given an
assignment with practical elements to gain entry onto the course.

WHAT WILL I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL ON THIS
COURSE?
Your needs are discussed on an individual basis and we
would expect to see a genuine enthusiasm and commitment
to working in the Construction Industry. All students are
encouraged and supported to complete a programme of work
placement and tutorial.
WHAT WILL I DO?
In this applied general qualification course you will be given
the opportunity to use a wide variety of hand and power
tools in our modern and fully equipped workshop.
You will gain skills and understanding in the following trades:
Plumbing;
Electrical;
Carpentry and Joinery;
Painting and Decorating;
Plastering;
Bricklaying.
NEXT STEPS - ROUTES OF PROGRESSION
This would be an ideal starting point for many learners either
wishing to undertake an apprenticeship or full time Diploma
in: Carpentry, Joinery, Decorating, Bricklaying, Plastering,
Painting, Tiling, Roofing, Bricklaying, Plumbing. If you
prefer office based work you could take a technical course
to learn how to become a site manager, contracts manager,
estimator, site engineer etc. Students wishing to continue
their studies can go on to study the Open Award Level 2
Diploma in Construction that lasts one year.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.sixthform.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Vicki Lee & David Dance
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Pearson
Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-entry-level-level-1-and-level-1introductory/construction-l1.html#tab-0

WHAT WILL I DO?
Learning will take place in our onsite salon, through consultation with real clients and through a two-week block work
placement in a commercial setting. Students will learn skills to complete all mandatory units that include: Health & safety;
shampoo and conditioning hair; the art of dressing hair; make-up application; manicure and pedicure treatments; salon
reception duties; the art of colouring hair; creation of an image based on a theme. In parallel, students will develop their
communication and customer service skills, their awareness of environmental sustainability and their commercial skills, all of
which are valued highly by employers. Problem solving, team working and research skills will also be developed..
IN YEAR 13 YOU WILL STUDY EITHER:

WOMEN’S
Hairdressing
(Level 2  Diploma)
This qualification requires learners to work in a commercial
hairdressing environment whereby assessments must be carried
out on real paying clients in line with commercial service time.
This has been designed for 16-19 age group and will develop the
knowledge, understanding and skills to become a junior stylist.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Ideally students will have achieved a minimum Grade 4 or
above in both English and Mathematics at GCSE. A ‘trade’
style assignment in basic skills may be required before you
start the course.
WHAT WILL I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL ON THIS COURSE?
There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification
but a genuine enthusiasm and commitment in Hairdressing. You
must be prepared to work in a team and independently on all
tasks and assignment set. You will be working with real clients,
therefore excellent attendance, punctuality and a commitment
to the health and safety of others is essential.
WHAT WILL I DO?
The qualification includes all the required element’s to
effectively as a junior stylist including: Health & safety, client
consultation, shampoo and conditioning hair, the research unit,
working in the industry, cut women’s hair, colouring and lighten
hair and the art of dressing hair.
Students will select a number of optional units from an
extensive list to develop their skills further.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE...

BEAUTY  SPECIALIST
TECHNIQUES
(Level 2  Diploma)
This qualification follows on from the combined course and
is a one-year course that has been designed for the 16-19
age group, and will develop the knowledge skills to prepare
learners for employment as a junior beautician/beauty
specialist. Learners will have their beauty therapy skills
assessed in a real or realistic working environment.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Ideally students will have achieved a minimum Grade 4
or above in both English and Mathematics at GCSE.  You
may be given an assignment with a practical element to
gain entry onto the course. Can progress from the Level 2
Diploma in Hair & Beauty Services.
WHAT WILL I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL ON THIS
COURSE?
There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification
but a genuine enthusiasm and commitment in Beauty
Therapy. You must be prepared to work in a team and
independently on all tasks and assignment set. You will be
working with real clients, therefore excellent attendance,
punctuality and a commitment to the health and safety of
others is essential.
WHAT WILL I DO?
This qualification includes all required elements to work
effectively as a junior specialist including:
Removal hair waxing techniques; Apply make-up eyelash
and eyebrow treatments; Manicure; Pedicure; Facial skincare;
Client care; Health and safety; Salon reception duties.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE...

BEAUTY  SPECIALIST
WOMEN’S
Hairdressing TECHNIQUES
(Level 2 Diploma)
CONTINUED...

In parallel, students will develop their communication and
customer service skills, their awareness of environmental
sustainability and their commercial skills, all of which are
valued highly by employers. Problem solving, team working
and research skills will also be developed. Assessments will
take the form of practical assessments for each of the taught
units with multiple choice exams and knowledge questions.
NEXT STEPS - ROUTES OF PROGRESSION
Career opportunities as a junior hairdresser/stylist could
include: Working in a commercial salon; Independent/
self-employed/mobile/home-based settings; Television,
film, theatre and media; Working on cruise linersWhilst the
primary purpose of this qualification is to prepare students
for employment as junior hairdresser/stylist, they may
choose to develop their knowledge and skills further by
completing a specialist qualification at Level 3.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Jade Lee
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: VTCT
Website: https://www.vtct.org.uk/

(Level 2 Diploma)
CONTINUED...

Students will also be able to develop their skills further
by selecting a number of optional units on offer in the
qualification.Students will be expected to perform beauty
therapy skills in a real and realistic environment on real
paying clients. In parallel, students will develop their
communication and customer service skills, their awareness
of environmental sustainability and their commercial skills,
all of which are valued highly by employers. Problem solving,
team working and research skills will also be developed
Assessment will take the form of practical assessments in
each of the taught units with some multiple choice exams
and knowledge questions.
NEXT STEPS - ROUTES OF PROGRESSION
Career opportunities exist in a variety of contexts as a junior
beautician/ beauty specialist such as: Working in beauty
salons; Independent/self-employed/ mobile therapist; Could
develop your level 2 qualification further by advancing onto a
level 3 beauty therapy qualification.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Anita Brown
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: VTCT
Website: https://www.vtct.org.uk/

HEALTH &
SOCIAL CARE

PUBLIC
SERVICES

(Pearson BTEC Level 2 Diploma)

(Level 2 Diploma)
This qualification is the equivalent of an A level. This
course focuses on developing the skills, knowledge and
understanding that will allow students to progress onto
Higher Education on a health and social care-related
programme such as Health Studies, Social Care Services,
Nursing, Midwifery, Social Work, Teaching or Early Childhood
Studies.
Students will learn by applying their skills, knowledge and
understanding in tasks or activities that are relevant to what
happens in health, social care and childcare workplaces.
Students will also learn how to be proactive in promoting
healthy lifestyles and supporting individuals within the
sector. The course is a combination of coursework and
examinations. Further details are below.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Principles of Working in Health, Social Care and Childcare
Health and Safety in PracticeWorking in a Person-Centred
Way
Safeguarding
Working in Adult / Childcare Health and Social Care
Environments
Working with Individuals in Adult / Childcare Health and
Social Care Environments
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
The course would lend itself to careers in the following areas:
Primary or Secondary Education; Nursing – Adult, Children,
Disability or Mental Health; Midwifery; Occupational Health
Sports Physiotherapy; Nutritionist; Health Promotion
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Rebecca Gibbs
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: OCR
Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocationaleducation-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-health-andsocial-care-level-2-2016-suite/

The aim of studying Public Services is to inspire and enthuse
learners to consider a career in the Public Services sector. It
will give learners the potential opportunity, in due course, to
enter employment in a wide range of job roles. Learners will
gain broad knowledge and understanding of, and develop
skills in, the Public Services sector and support progression to
further specialised Level 3 qualifications in Public Services, or
onto an Apprenticeship.
Through specialist units, learners will develop transferable
skills related to study and vocational application that provide
a platform for success both within Public Services and
elsewhere.
MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification;
however, a genuine enthusiasm and commitment to Public
Sector professional roles is essential. You must be prepared
to be active, to work both in a team and independently on all
tasks and assignments set. You must also be willing to take
part in work placements.
SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Ideally, students will have achieved a minimum Grade
4 or above in both English and Mathematics at GCSE.
However, due the written content of this course, a minimum
requirement of a Grade 3 in English Language or Literature
will be required.
WHAT WILL I DO?
Employment skills for public services;
Physical fitness;
Team working and problem-solving skills;
Health and safety;
Health and hygiene;
Equality and diversity;
Adventurous activities;
Map reading and navigation;
Emergency Responses;
Assessments
Six mandatory units
Six specialist units
WHAT CAREERS WOULD THIS BE SUITABLE FOR?
Any employment in the Public Sector, from jobs in the Local
Authority through to Police, Fire Service, Armed Forces,
Criminal Justice, Teaching and Lecturing.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Sam Grierson
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: Pearson
Website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-firsts/public-services-2014-nqf.
html#tab-3

TRANSPORT
MAINTENANCE LIGHT VEHICLE
(Level 1 Diploma)
This engaging and motivating Vocationally Related
Qualification (VRQ) is generally aimed at learners 1419 years old who have a keen interest to learn about the
maintenance of Light Vehicles and the different roles that
are available in the retail motor industry. This Light Vehicle
route allows learners to have the flexibility to develop their
knowledge and skills across a variety of specialist areas to
prepare them for further studies and potentially enter into a
job role they desire in the future.
WHAT WILL I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL ON THIS
COURSE?
There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification.
However, selection criteria for entry takes into account each
applicant’s existing academic/vocational qualifications,
experience and interest in working in the industry sectors.
WHAT WILL I DO?
You will study a wide range of automotive based topics and
will be assessed in a range of methods. All students will
develop their knowledge and skills in:
Health and Safety practices in vehicle maintenance and good
housekeeping in the automotive environment; introduction
to tools, equipment and materials for vehicle maintenance;
introduction to the retail automotive maintenance and repair
industry; spark ignition engine systems, components and
operation; compression ignition engine systems, components
and operation; steering and suspension systems, components
and maintenance (4 wheels or more); vehicle braking
systems components and maintenance; vehicle wheels and
tyre construction and maintenance; vehicle exhaust system
components and maintenance; introduction to low carbon
technologies in the automotive industry; vehicle electrical
foundation skills.
NEXT STEPS - ROUTES OF PROGRESSION
This qualification will support a student’s progression to
a Level 2 qualification, e.g. IMIAL Level 2 Diploma in Light
Vehicle Maintenance and Repair Principles. It can also
help students progress to an apprenticeship, such as the
Institute of the Motor Industry Sector Skills Council (IMI SSC)
Intermediate Level Apprenticeship in Vehicle Maintenance
and Repair, or to employment in light vehicle maintenance.
WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
www.nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Staff Contact Name: Vicki Lee
Email: info@nacollege.devon.sch.uk
Exam Board: IMI Awards
Website: http://www.imiawards.org.uk/Qualifications/L1Diploma-in-Light-Vehicle-Maintenance
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